g

ving.

rest LF‘

e




This page: Kim Bouten and Barb
Foley show their cxpertise with fob-
rics in this girl's bedroom, where they
combined solid sheers with pratby
prinks in shades of pink. Opposibe

A soothing color scheme was used

in the moster bedroom. Tha design
of the bed was bosed on on antique.
The silver toble lomps ore topped
with Fortuny shades. A pair of chinoi-
serie prints behind the bed enhonces
the room's sophisticoted sensibiliby.







This page: Furnithed like on indoor
room, this inviting pookide cobana
is a fovorite spot for entertoining.
Opposite: lsland Stone river rock
defines the cutdoor shower, with

a custom rug pattern on the Roor
portion. The door leads to on indoor

sheam showar,
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Nnrnovators

Kim Bouton and Barb Folev are masters
al reinventing the wheel

DO s-TO-EARTH AND VIVACIOUS, Kim Bouton O'Connor and
Barb Wilson Foley are passionate about design, from studying the
latest trends and working with the finest craftsmen, to slamming
on the brakes when an “estate sale” sign carches their eye.

"We're always looking for that quirky treasure to make a
home unique—an old rundown chair, for example, with great
lines that we will repaint and reupholster with a vivid fabric for
a teen’s room,” savs Foley.

“Wel go flying in the office for our checkbook because we've
found some old cigar labels that we'll frame for a game room, or
old botthes to dress up a bathroom,” adds Bouton.

Their partnership began more than 10 years ago with the
Lunch of Scottsdale-based Bouton & Foley Interiors. Combin-
ing their talents in endlesly creative ways, the pair caters to
homeowners across the country, fahioning interiors that reflect
the unique personslitics of their chents.

"l took one intenior design class and wan sucked in,” recalls
Foley, who then switched career paths from civil engincering,
Bouton was susrounded by architectare and design a5 a child,
and had long contemplated the ficld as a second carcer. She
previouily worked in advertiuing,

I time, both moved to Arizona—Foley from Los Angeles
and Bouton from Chicago —and enrolled in the interior design
program at Scottsdale Community College. The budding talents
mict in 3 drafting class and hit it off.

“We were the ‘menopausal’ women of the class,” Foley says
with 2 Liugh. *We would hang out at school at night and on
weekends, so working together was just a natural progression.”

Today, the collcagues work closcly with the homeowner and
architect on the detaih of a residence such as the one featured
on the pages shead. Bowton and Foley appreciate being inchaded

carly on in the process, when they can make recommendations
based on elements including furniture placement and traffic
flow, or in time to design ceilings and storage naches.

A big part of their pob is getting to know clients and under-
stand their moods and thoughts. *Chemistry is so important,”
says Foley, "We listen, listen, listen, and everything sort of
unveils itself, If they say they want Spanish Colonial, we want to
know their interpretation of that style of architecture.”

“We give them imes and books and have them mark
what they like and hate,” remarks Bouton. “From that, we dis-
cover a theme or style. We also go through their present home
to learn how they live and ask a lot of questions, from whether
they want 1o st up of lie down on the couch, to where they store
their Tupperware.”

With an uncanny knack of being able to make a home warm
and intimate, and using designs that are timecless, these Mastens
of the Southwest sy they do not have a signature style. “There
are some simalaritics, but we bike to reinvent the wheel,” com-
ments Foley, “lt would be cheaper to make cvery home the
same, but that's not v The pair often surprises chents with
whimsical touches, such o custom tiles strategically placed
throughout a house or a custom tike backsplash that reflects a
hobby of the homeowner. Or perhaps there will be a cutout of a
cat on the cabinct that houses the litter box

“We have such a passion for this,” says Foley. *We love what
we do, but it can be challenging. There are so many details, and
there's abways a hiccup.”

*I remind myself that this isa't heart surgery; we're going to
live,” adds Bouton. “And when the project is complete and the
homeownens are delighted, it's hke Christmas morning sccing it
all come together.”
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This page: The deft touch of Kim
hh‘l#l‘ldm Fﬂﬂ s evident in
'Ih. “ﬁgl‘nﬂl‘ﬂ I:I{ﬂ'lh Phoenin home,
MI’ }m'd-pn'rﬂ.rl:l ontgque buffet
is mﬂ:r'l'ﬂd writh |u|:|puﬂ:|-—p-nnl chairs
-:I'ld l:l--:rﬁtﬂ chandalior. The pn:linlmg
H.brEl:l Fadl. ﬂ-ppnlil:-: Ir tha grnni
room, the tecam uphnlﬂnrm:l a pair

ﬂ" chairs in o ::wnl-pnﬂcrn fabric
I"q.r wigial| impoct. Yallow Mums, an oil
on canvas by Jocqueline Rochester,
hangs above the fireploce.







| Fie page; A decorative Hfe Soreen

onia IO Chamndatier, Dot Feohuremg |

I ¥ } N
CUTIICUes, otd doetad to o

ook T he painting by Do

o L F . “m"' -“_1'
NiEtitled Bodrders. Opposite: In the |
B Kiichen, o tled bocksphosh bakind |
the range is enlivened with o color
ful mural inset. Honed blockeramiti







Left: The distressed vanity cabinet
plays down the elegance of the
crystal chandelier in this feminine
bathroom, Details such as a tile
border around the mirror, with the
patiorn ri;lpq-nh-d in the wuin:.:-u-‘l:ing,
are characteristic of the designers’
work, “We wanted bo cozy up the
space with o timeless look that will
newer be out of i‘l:g,rl-:r." notes Bark
Foley. Below: Book-lined wallpaper
lends o whimsical look bo this guest
bathroom. Tha dq-:ignnn: created
the foux bomboo vanity frem a chest
of drawers. Oppositer The masber
bath was given Eurspean flair with
white Caleutta marble countertops, o
free-standing bathtub and mirrored
wall sconces. Lighting was an essen-
tial element here and throughout

| the home, "It is really important te

| ws—not too much, but just encugh

| sothe eye is drawn into the spoce,”

e T T R B R e
z e ot

| Foley comments.

“It would be ch aper L
make every home the
same, but that’s not us”







