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“Even though this is the biggest room in the house,
the wood brusses, wood floor ond woed-framed
doors make it feel cozy,” says architect Mike Hig-
gins. Other spocial Features include builtin cabine-
try, pati®loors that telotcope open ond o droped
“kissing naok.” Facing sofas are upholitered in o

eambination of fabric and leathor,
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Enclosed with a low wall, the front courtyard offers views of nearby Mummy Mountain and provides cenvenient overllew spoce dur-

ing frequent get-togethers. “For parties, we fill the courtyard with bebles end epen up the doors, and then it's just a big, fun dining
room,” reports homeowner Tory Curlis. & stone fountain reinfarces the area’s peaceful, reloxed ombience.

EVEHN NOW, SOME FOUR YEARS after
Tory Curtizamcd her I'.nnil:p' seitled into
theizmaewly built Phognix-area house, she
walks through bright-cved, pointing out
‘special elements and favorite derails.

Fapone, “We love the views,” Curtis
says, " That's why we t the original
house in 1989, It was the first home we
bought when wegot married.”

Curtis and her husband, Scotr, remod-
eled the uirigimT Ranch-style residence
and then, once they had cheir tcwo bays,
basically “took the roof off and stretched
it as myuch as possible,” As their sons grew,
the time came 2o build from sceatch, And
still loving their views, the couple decided
o sty aned do o righl." where 1I1¢:.-w;-rr.-.

Because Curtis favors Spanish Colo-
nial style, that's what she ser her sighes
on, devouring books, gathering images
and vraveling to Santa Barbara o pho-
tagraph architectural details of homes
she admired. 1 adore the look of homes
in Santa Barbara,” she says. *The style is
ju.;.t com lortable for me” ihe notes. *1'm
drawn to Ol-World design,” With aclear

WO ORI HOME & GARDEN

vision in mind and hand, she turned o
architect Michael Higgins and intertor
designer Berkley Vallone to help ger the
details of her family’s new home pust righe,

*This house is similar vo the wayv a rural
Ancdalusian Barmbouse woulbd look,” | Ii_g—
gins remarks, "It has a simplicity of form;
it’s kind of plain and understated, but
elegant. The farmhouses were buily oue
of practicality and ease of construction,
with matcrials that were available, The
simplicity is what I think makes them so
beautiful, They're not pretentious; they're
buile voserve a function.”

1"1;[ tl\ia [:irn '||_:|.'. l'h;t miéant iﬁclueliﬁs
indoor and ourdoor spaces that megall the
family members' necds and wanes, Cur-
tis and her husband enjoy entertaining.
“There always seems to be an occasion,”
she staves. Thus, for the adales, thercis a
large frons courtyard as well as an ample
patio out back, and both arcas serve as
cxpensions of the interiors when groups
gather. For the teens, there’s an expanie
of green lawn, a pool and a basement rec
roam where bovs can be baoys.

Curtis says it was important to her
that the home be rich 1a detail and loak
authentic, To that end, colorful tiles
and scrolling ironwork serve as jewelry
throughout,

Vallone agrees that such materials are
key ro authentic Spanish Colonial style,
but she also notes that its OK o tweak
rradition. “Spanish homes can feel a bit
serious,” she adds. “Typically, you would
see dark, stained cabinctry and standard
Saleillo rile, bur we wanoed vo use some
colar in the house, We ook the time
w0 fimed wnique tiles and fall in love with
them, and not juse seeele for something
neutral and simple, beeause we wanged it
o feel Family-=friendly and fun.”

Ultimarely, chat was precisely what
Curtis envistoned for her meost cherished
of people, *We wanted a house that was
livable, a place where we could enjoy time
with our !',u;i_:,':. thfuughdut hisl‘n schoal,
before they went off to college.” she says.
"We wanted a zafe haven For them to come
home ta,”

Clearly, they got all this and moge. B
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door is further embellished with @ imestone surround.
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Light and bright, the kitchen
ond adiocont dining spoce were
dosigned for casval, loss-Farmal
gatherings, The walrut-bepped
island has & tink on ane side
ard an extended dining bar
with o series of drawiers on the
cther, Perimeber countertops
are honed block granite, and
different tiles were vaed to
craate aach bocksplagh
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Right: Centered in the master
bath is o freestonding slipper
tub that wos on onniversary gift
fram Scotl Curlis ba his wite,
Flooring is antique terra cotla,
and tile win:mling clods the
tewoar walls, The French deors

apen to o narrow bnh:nn:.r.

Below: The master bedream
has a pitched beamed ceiling
and offers views of bath
Murmmy and Camelback
mountaing The wead flear

is antique French ook,

Cppositer & block and white
Gile rug by interior designer
Berkley Vellone dofines the
feyer. The staircais features o
decorative wroughb-iron railing
inspired by a photograph in one
of mony books the hameawner
porird over, The wood broods
and tiled risers are design
elements thot are common

i apanish Colanial homes.
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Four distinct tile pottorns
elad the ricers of a staircase
leadding toa torracs off the
master bodroom. The skair-
way waoll was stopped to hold
polted plants, ond blsckaned
raof tiles wore brought in fo
replicate those seenon
homes in Sonta Barbaro.

Top: A window trimmed in o distinctly Mediterra-
neon shode of sage green boasts handmode wood
shutbers end authentic iren hardware.

Abova: Rooflines converge above a tree-shaded
dining palic ok the bock of the house,

Nee Sovrrces,
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